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Report on Industrial Economics Status in August 2021 

Industrial Production Status 

Indicators 2019 2020 2020 2021 
% YoY Year Year Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May. Jun. Jul. Aug. 

MPI -3.4 -9.3 -9.3 -2.6 -1.3 -0.6 -2.8 -2.0 -1.4 5.9 18.0 25.7 18.3 3.9 -4.1 

According to the Manufacturing Production Index (MPI), the industrial economy contracted 4.1 percent in 
August 2021 compared to the same period the previous year. This was partly due to a drop-in vehicle production as 
a result of chip and part shortages caused by the COVID-19 pandemic both domestically and internationally, causing 
some chip and auto part manufacturers the factory must be shut down temporarily. 
 When comparing MPI data from the previous three months to the previous year (% YoY), production increased 
by 25.7,18.3, and 3.9 percent in May, June, and July 2021, respectively. 

 The MPI change rates (%MoM) over the last three months (May, June, and July 2021) were as follows: an 
increase of 9.7 percent in May, a decrease of 2.1 percent in June, and a decrease of 8.1 percent in July 2021. 

 Key industries that contributed to the MPI shrinked in August 2021 when compared to the same 
month last year were: 

➢ Automobiles and parts: contracted 9.77 percent due to shortages of chips and wiring harness 
parts due to the production factory caused an outbreak of the COVID-19 virus and manufacturers that use parts 
from abroad have problems in transportation causing the production to not meet the target. 

➢ Petroleum refining contracted 6.77 percent amid the COVID-19 outbreak more severe than last year a 
slowdown in many economic activities affects the use of oil for production transport and travel. 

➢ Motorcycles contracted 4 5 .5 1  percent due to the contraction of the domestic market and 
export market from the spread of the COVID-19 virus with more violence than the previous year causing more    
stringent epidemic control measures to affect the demand including less purchasing power and income 
similarly, exports in ASEAN, which are its main trading partners, are also experiencing the same epidemic. 

Major industries that continued to expand in August 2021 compared to the same month last year 
➢ Electronic components increased by 12.45  percent in line with the continued growth of the 

global electronic components market. From the use of semiconductors as part of modern products ranging 
from machinery, computers, automobiles, and household electrical appliances medical equipment and various 
communication devices. 

➢ Other non-tire rubber products increased by 12.06 percent mainly from block rubber and 
sheet rubber from the increasing demand of foreign customers after the epidemic situation of the COVID-19 
virus in many countries began to unravel especially from Chinese customers including the demand for use in 
the tire industry. 

Indicators 2020 2021 
% MoM Aug. Sep. Oct. Nov. Dec. Jan. Feb. Mar. Apr. May. Jun. Jul. Aug. 

MPI 5.2 3.8 0.3 1.6 -0.7 6.9 -3.1 10.2 -16.5 9.7 -2.1 -8.1 -2.9 
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Report on Industrial Economics Status in August 2021 

Other Industrial Economic Indicators in August 2021 
▪ Import of Thailand Industrial Sector 

 
Source: Ministry of Commerce           Source: Ministry of Commerce 

 
Import of industrial machinery and components: In August 2021 , it was worth 1 ,666.8 

million USD grew by 38.6 percent compared to the same month of the previous year expand from 
the engine transmission shafts and other components, bellows, liquid pumps jet turbines and 
components construction machinery and components machinery and equipment used to process 
rubber or plastics machines used in other industries and components, etc. 

Import of raw and semi-finished goods (excluding gold): In August 2 02 1 , valued at 
9,820.1 million USD increased by 66.3 percent compared to the same month of the previous year 
expanded from chemicals, iron, steel, and products such as iron and steel-rolled steel sheets, 
etc. 
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Report on Industrial Economics Status in August 2021 

▪  Industrial Operation Status 

▪    
Source: Department of Industrial Works    Source: Department of Industrial Works   

 The number of factories permitted to operate in August 2 0 2 1  has a total of 2 5 5 
factories, an increase of 13.33 percent from July 2021 (%MoM) and a 23.19 percent increase from 
the same month of the previous year (%YoY). 

 Total investment value from factories that are licensed to operate in August 2 0 2 1 
totaled 12,466 million THB, an increase of 29.14 percent from July 2021 (%MoM), but a decrease 
of 3.9 percent from the same month of the previous year (%YoY). 

“The industry with the largest number of factories In August 2021 is the concrete product 
making industry. There are 33 factories of concrete and gypsum products, followed by the digging 
or peeling industry of gravel, sand or soil, with 22 factories.”  

“The industry with the highest investment value in August 2021 is the industry of building, 
assembling, modifying, or changing the condition of automobiles with a capital of 1,880 million 
THB, followed by the industry of making rubber products. Non-tire from natural rubber or 
synthetic rubber, amounting to 1,414 million THB.” 
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Report on Industrial Economics Status in August 2021 

▪  Industrial Operation Status (cont.) 

  

Source: Department of Industrial Works  Source: Department of Industrial Works 

  The total number of factories closed in August 2021 was 43, a decrease of 18.87 percent 
from July 2021 (%MoM), but an increase of 19.44 percent from the same month of the 
previous year (%YoY). 

 Funds for liquidation in August 2021 totaled 887 million THB, a decrease of 52.39 
percent from July 2021 (%MoM) but an increase of 4.68 percent from the same month of 
the previous year (%YoY). 

 

“The industry with the highest number of factories that have ceased operations in August 
2021, there are 5 factories for making tools, utensils, and furniture from plastics, followed by 3 
factories for digging or peeling gravel, sand or soil.”  

 

“Industries with the highest capital expenditures in August 2021 is the industry of making 
tools, appliances, and furniture from plastics with an investment value of 126 million THB, 
followed by the industry of making products that are not containers from paper pulp or 
cardboard the investment value is 125 million THB.” 
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Industrial Economics Status by Industrial Sector in August 2021

1. Food Industry  

Source: Office of Industrial Economics 

 Production: In August 2021, production 
contracted (%YoY) by 2.4 percent due to the impact of the 
COVID-19 situation. As a result, some factories have to be 
temporarily closed or close some production lines The food 
products group with the production index contracted as follows: 
1) Livestock decreased by 11.1 percent due to the major 
products cooked chicken meat decreased by 47.1 percent, and 
frozen and chilled chicken dropped 13.1 percent. 2) Fisheries 
contracted by 10.7 percent due to major products, namely 
canned tuna decreased by 25.7 percent and 3) Palm oil 
contracted by 5.4 percent due to major products, namely refined 
palm oil decreased by 8.5 percent and crude palm oil dropped 
1.8 percent. 

However, there were still some products such as 1 ) 
sugar, which grew by 4 7 . 1  percent from the main products, 
namely white sugar and refined sugar. This was due to the 
continuous dissolving of raw sugar to produce granulated sugar. 2) 
cassava grew by 21.7 percent due to the major products Tapioca 
Starch due to consumer demand of domestic and international 
markets, especially China, which is the main export market has 
imported cassava starch to use as a substitute during the period 
when corn flour prices remained at a high level. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Source: Ministry of Commerce 

 Domestic sales: Production volume for domestic food 
production in August 2021 decreased by 8.7 percent (%YoY), with the 
contraction of food products as follows: 1) Other food products 
decreased by 47.7 percent from ready-made food products. Ready-to-
cook 2) Palm oil, a drop of 22.1 percent from crude palm oil and refined 
palm oil, 3) Livestock, a drop of 14.5 percent from cooked chicken meat, 
and frozen and chilled chicken meat, 4) Dairy products. A 12.3 percent 
decrease from evaporated milk and ready-to-drink milk products and 5) 
table seasoning decreased by 11.1 percent from key products, namely 
table seasoning. 

 Import market: The overall food export in August 2021 was 
valued at 2,896.90 million USD, increasing from the same time the 
previous year by 21.2 percent from the key products as follows: 1) fresh, 
chilled, frozen, canned, and processed vegetable and fruit because the 
product is of quality It is accepted by world-class standards by export 
markets that expanded well, such as China, America, Japan 2) Cassava 
products because consumers are confident in the quality and standards 
of the products by export markets that expanded well, such as China, 
Japan, Taiwan 3) Rice because the price of rice has decreased. It is at a 
level that is more competitive with India and Vietnam by the export 
market that expands well, such as China, Africa 4) Pet food due to the 
weakening THB and the trend of raising animals like family members as a 
result, the pet food business expanded well especially in the American 
and Australia market and 5 )  Sugar, as Brazil, the world's largest sugar 
producer and exporter, faces drought. In addition, sugarcane is used to 
produce more ethanol. As a result, Thailand exports more sugar.  

Forecasts and trends: It is expected that the production index of 
the food industry in September 2021 will shrink slightly compared to the 
same period last year due to the impact of the COVID-19 situation in the 
factories, along with the shortage of foreign workers who are still unable 
to able to return to work in the manufacturing sector while the export 
value is likely to continue to expand according to the consumer demand 
of trading partner countries and the depreciation of the THB. 
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 2. Electrical and Electronics Industry 
▪ Electrical Industry 
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 Source: Office of Industrial Economics Institute of Electrical and Electronics and the Ministry of Commerce 

 Production of electrical appliances decreased by 4.0 
percent compared to the same month last year. The MPI was at 82.5. 
Products that declined were rice cookers, washing machines, 
refrigerators, thermos pots, household fans, microwave ovens, cables, 
and air conditioners. decreased by 33.4, 23.3, 21.5, 13.9, 11.7, 9.5, 8.4, 
and 3.6, respectively, due to a decrease in domestic demand and a 
decrease in foreign orders while the increase in products including 
compressors, electric cables, transformers, and electric motor by 33.5 
percent, 14.2, 13.9, and 12.4 percent, respectively, due to the increase 
in domestic sales and foreign orders.  

 Export of electrical appliance: It is worth 2,093.0 million 
USD increased by 6.3 percent compared to the same month last year. A 
product that increased orders, including electrical wires and cables, was 
valued at 94 .1  million USD up 39 .5  percent in Mexico, Japan, and the 
United States of America. Fans valued 37 .2  million USD increased 20 .5 
percent in Poland, India, and China markets. Transformer and 
components were valued at 1 9 4 .3  million USD up 1 9 .7  percent in 
Singapore, Vietnam, and Germany markets. Circuit breakers and protectors 
are valued at 1 6 5 .9  million USD increased by 1 8 .8  percent in ASEAN, 
Mexico, and Germany markets; microwave ovens were valued at 1 6 .2 
million USD. An increase of 14 .4 percent from France, Vietnam, and the 
United States of America. The decline in orders, including washing 
machines, dry cleaning, and components, was 105 .9  million USD, down 
1 5 .5  percent in the EU, Malaysia, and Vietnam markets.  Switchboards 
and electrical panels were valued at 194.0 million USD, a decline of 5.1 
percent in the EU and Chinese markets. 

 “Production forecast for September 2021, electrical appliances 
industry is expected to increase by 1.0 - 4.0 percent compared to the same 
month of the previous year due to the economic recovery of trading partners 
starting from the COVID-19 situation such as the United States of America and 
China including the development of advanced technology as a component of 
electrical appliances causing demand for electrical products more and more.” 

▪ Electronics Industry  
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 Source: Office of Industrial Economics Institute of Electrical and Electronics and 
the Ministry of Commerce 

 Production of electronics increased by 5.9 percent 
compared to the same month last year with MPI at 95.0, with 
the increase in products including semiconductor devices 
transistor, PWB, PCBA and ICs with an increase of 23.5 percent, 
21.5, 18.9, and 8.2 respectively, due to the increase in domestic 
sales and foreign orders while the product that declined was 
the printer, which decreased by 15.5 percent due to the 
decrease in demand for products in both domestic and 
international markets. 

 Export of electronics products with an export value of 
3,363 million USD increased by 12.7 percent compared to the same 
month of the previous year. Products with more orders, including 
HDDs, were valued at 1 ,046 .2  million USD. In the markets of South 
Korea, Ireland, and Mexico, printed circuit boards were valued at 
649.2 million USD up 16.5 percent in Belgium, South Korea, and the 
Netherlands. Semiconductors, transistors, and diodes are worth 11.4 million 
USD increased 13.4 percent in Vietnam, Singapore, and South Korea markets, 
and printed circuit boards were valued at 123 .4  million USD increased by 
1 2 .4  percent in the EU, the United States of America, and South Korean 
markets. 

 “ Production forecast for September 2 0 2 1 , the electronics 
industry is expected that it will continue to increase by about 
5 .0  - 1 0 .0  percent compared to the same month of the 
previous year. Due to the shortage of chips in industries such 
as the automotive industry electrical appliances, etc., making 
semiconductor products are more demanding in the world 
market as well as the expansion of 5 G networks, which will 
increase the demand for electronic equipment’s and parts 
both at home and abroad.” 
 

Monthly Data of Electrical Industry 

Monthly Data of Electronic Industry 

Export value 

Export value 

MPI 

M
ill

io
n

 U
SD

 

M
ill

io
n

 U
SD

 

M
P

I M
P

I 



 

8 
 

Report on Industrial Economics Status in August 2021 

 3. Automotive Industry 
▪ Automotive Manufacturing Industry   
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 Source: The Office of Industrial Economics obtained data from the Automotive Division, Federation 

of Thai Industries. 

 Automotive production: In August 2021, production 
reached 1 04 ,14 4  units, a decrease from July 2 0 21  by 15 .4 4 
percent (% MoM) and a decrease from the same month of the 
previous year by 11 .18 percent (%YoY) due to the reduction of 
passenger cars and 1-ton pickup trucks and derivatives due to the 
slowdown in production of some models, there is a shortage of 
chips and auto parts due to the COVID-19 outbreak both at home 
and abroad. This caused chip and auto parts manufacturers to 
temporarily shut down their factories.             

 Domestic automobile sales: In August 2021, domestic 

sales reached 4 2 ,1 7 6  units, a decrease from July 2021 by 19.58 
percent (%MoM) and a decrease from the same month of the 
previous year by 38.77 percent (%YoY) due to the decline in sales of 
passenger cars, 1-ton pickup trucks, PPV cars, and SUVs. The lowest 
drop in 15 months is due to the lockdown from mid-July to August 
2021, resulting in more constraints on economic activities. Including 
the purchasing power of the people decreased. Some cars are not 
produced enough to meet the demand from a shortage of chips and 
auto parts. 

 Automobile exports: In August 2021, export reached 
59,571units, decreasing from July 2021 by 15.61 percent (%MoM) 
but increased by 3.78 percent from the same month of the 
previous year (%YoY) due to increased economic activities of 
trading partners. This was an increase in the Middle East, Africa, 
the EU, North America, Central, and South America markets. 
However, the export market declined in the Asian market and 
Oceania due to the spread of COVID-19 causing sales of 
automobiles in partner countries to decrease.  

“The outlook for the automotive manufacturing 
industry in September 2021 is lower compared to 
September 2020 due to the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, direct and indirect impacts from floods and the 
shortage of semiconductor chips and parts that must be 
monitored..” 

 

▪ Motorcycle Manufacturing Industry 
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Source: The Office of Industrial Economics obtained data from the Automotive Division, Federation 

of Thai Industries. 

 Motorcycle production: In August 2021, 
production reached 80,474 units, a decrease from July 
2021 by 3.84 percent (%MoM) and a decrease from the 
same month last year by 41.62 percent (%YoY) due to a 
decrease in the production of multipurpose motorcycles. 

 Domestic sales of motorcycles: In August 2021, 

domestic sales reached 104 ,424 units decrease from July 
2021 by 9.69 percent (%MoM) and decrease from the 
same month of the previous year by 27.19 percent 
(%YoY) due to a decrease in motorcycle sales of 51-110 
cc, 111-125 cc, 126-250 cc and greater than or equal to 
400 cc. 

 Motorcycle export: In August 2021, export 
reached 36,779 units decreased from July 2021 by 7.68 
percent (%MoM), but increased by 3 0 .0 0  percent from 
the same month of the previous year (%YoY). There has 
been an increase in China, Belgium and the United States 
of America. 

  
“The outlook for the motorcycle manufacturing 

industry. In September 2021, a decrease compared to 
September 2020 due to the impact of the COVID-19 
pandemic, direct and indirect impacts from floods and the 
shortage of semiconductor chips and parts that must be 
monitored.” 

 

 

Monthly Data of Automotive Industry Monthly Data of Motorcycle Industry 
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 4. Rubber and Rubber Product Industry 

 
Source: Office of Industrial Economics 

Production 

Processed Rubber in Primary Forms ( smoked rubber 
sheet, rubber block, and concentrated latex) increased by 3.04 
percent from the production growth of smoked rubber 
sheets and rubber block in line with the expansion of the 
export market.  

Automotive Tires Decrease by 3.80 percent due to the 
slowdown in the automotive industry in the country. In addition, 
the export growth rate was greatly reduced causing some 
manufacturers to reduce their production for export. 

The price of rubber gloves rises by 2.12 percent. 
According to the global market's increasing demand for medical 
rubber gloves. 
Domestic sales 

 Processed Rubber in Primary Forms (smoked rubber sheet, 
rubber block, and concentrated latex) increased by 1.92 percent 
from sales of rubber block, and concentrated latex increased. 

 Automotive Tires decrease by 6.11 percent following the 
slowdown of the domestic automotive industry. 

 Rubber Glove prices have risen by 28.11 percent due to 
increased demand. 

Export 
 Processed Rubber in Primary forms (smoked rubber sheet, 

rubber block, and concentrated latex) value increased 98.76 
percent due to the expansion of smoked sheet rubber and 
rubber block exports to China, the United States of America, and 
Japan, respectively, and the expansion of latex exports to China 
and Malaysia, respectively. 

 Following the expansion of the Japanese market, the value 
of automotive tires increased by 2.94 percent.  

 Rubber gloves the value decreased by 1.64 percent 
following the slowdown in the UK, Japan, and China markets, 
respectively. 

 

 Source: Ministry of Commerce 

Outlook for the industry in September 2021 
Production of primarily processed rubber (smoked 

rubber sheet, rubber block, and concentrated latex) is 
expected to expand according to the demand of both 
domestic and international markets. However, the heavy 
rainfall throughout September is also a factor that pushes 
down the volume of rubber entering the market go down. 
The production and distribution of tires is expected to 
slow down continuously from the previous month in line 
with the slowdown trend of the automotive industry due 
to the outbreak of the COVID-19 virus caused the factory 
to close until the chip shortage in the production part. 
Rubber gloves are expected to continue to expand well. 
Due to the worldwide demand for medical use continues 
to increase. This is in line with the domestic rubber gloves 
sales that tend to expand continuously from the previous 
month as demand for that rose as well. 

Export of primarily processed rubber (smoked 
rubber sheet rubber, rubber block, and concentrated 
latex) is expected to increase in value, especially in the 
markets of China, the United States of America, and Japan, 
which are the main markets in the products of smoked 
sheet rubber and block rubber because the rubber 
products manufacturing industry in such countries has a 
good growth prospect. The value of tire exports is 
expected to increase from the positive trend of the 
second export market especially Japan and South Korea. 
While it is expected that the export value will continue to 
decline in the United States of America market. Since the 
base number since July 2020 is quite high, the export of 
rubber gloves is expected to increase in overall value. 
according to the trend of higher demand in the world 
market especially the United States of America and the EU 
markets.
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 5. Plastics Industry 

 Source: Office of Industrial Economics  Source: Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Commerce 

 Manufacturing production index in August 2021: The 

index stood at 90.5 points, down 5.57 percent from the same month 

the previous year. Many product groups have seen decreases in 

production, such as plastic bags, which have decreased by 17.99 

percent, and plastic pipes and fittings, which have decreased by 

15.58 percent. 

 Shipment index in August 2021: The index stood at 

88.25 points, down 8.58 percent from the same month the 

previous year. Products such as plastic bags shrank by 18.32 

percent, while plastic pipes and fittings shrank by 15.18 percent. 

 Export in August 2021: The value of exports was 

360.97 million USD, a 10.05 percent increase over the same month 

last year. The single fiber product group (HS 3916) (101.53), tube or 

pipe product group (HS 3917) (53.99), and other plastic product 

groups (HS 3926) all contributed to an increase in imports over the 

previous year (8.03). Key markets such as Japan, the United States of 

America, China, and Vietnam saw an increase in exports. 

 

 

 

 

 

Import in August 2021: Imports increased by 31.85 

percent to 475.91 million USD in comparison to the same month 

last year. When compared to the same month the previous year, 

the key products contributing to an increase in imports were 

the single fiber product group (HS 3916) (73.35), tube or pipe 

product group (HS 3917) (57.97), and sanitary ware product 

group (HS 3922). ( HS 3922)  compared to the same month 

previous year. 

Plastic industry outlook: In September 2021  
It is expected that exports will continue to expand. However, 

the epidemic situation must be monitored. In countries that are the 
main markets of Thailand such as the United States of America and 
China, due to the beginning of recovery after the epidemic situation of 
the COVID-19 virus and may result in the world economy starting to 
recover. 

 
 
 
 

MPI and Shipment Index Volume and value of export-import  
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 6. Chemical Product Industry 

      

Source: Office of Industrial Economics                                        Source: Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Commerce

   Manufacturing production index: The index stood at 

92.11 points in August 2021, a 19.36 percent decrease from the 

same period the previous year. When compared to the same 

period the previous year, the basic chemicals group decreased by 

1.06 percent. Products with a decrease in production were ethanol, 

which decreased by 45.29 percent, and downstream chemicals, 

which decreased by 23.9 percent during the same period last year. 

Fabric softeners decreased by 40.31 percent, Acrylic emulsion 

paints decreased by 33.47 percent, and industrial paints decreased 

by 31.40 percent. 
 

  Shipment index: In August 2021, The index stood at 

90.46 points, a 23.22 percent decrease from the same period the 

previous year. The shipment index for downstream chemicals falls 

by 28.26 percent. Chemical fertilizers decreased by 43.54 percent, 

fabric softeners decreased by 41.29 percent, and detergents 

decreased by 26.63 percent. However, upstream chemical 

products increased by 1.46 percent, chlorine product group 

increased by 26.46 percent, caustic soda increased by 15.83 

percent, and so on. 
 

 Export: In August 2021, exports totaled 861.83 million USD, a 

21.06 percent increase over the same month the previous year. The export 

value of upstream chemical products reached 522.05 million USD, a 39.75 

percent increase over the same period last year. In terms of downstream 

chemical products, export value increased by 0.42 percent to 339.78 million 

USD. Organic chemicals (61.95), chemical fertilizer (43.33), and inorganic 

chemicals products all contributed to an increase in export value (38.04). 

Chemical product exports increased in a variety of markets, including China, 

Japan, Vietnam, India, and Indonesia. 
 Imports: The value of imports in August 2021 was 1,906.49 

million USD, a 73.01 percent increase over the same month the previous 

year. The import value of upstream chemical products reached 1,310.42 

million USD, an increase of 88.47 percent over the same period last year. In 

terms of downstream chemical products, the export value of 596.06 million 

USD increased by 46.57 percent. 
 

 Chemical industry outlook: In September 2021, exports 

grew, this was due to the weakening of the THB. However, the 

economic situation must be monitored and the spread of the 

COVID-19 virus in Thailand's trading partner countries closely. 

 

 

 



 

12 
 

Report on Industrial Economics Status in August 2021 

 7. Petrochemical Industry 

 
Source: Office of Industrial Economics  

 Manufacturing Production Index: In August 
2021 ,The index of petrochemical industry production stood 
at 118.71 points, up 6.06 percent from the same period last 
year but down 1.94 percent from the previous month. 
Upstream petrochemicals that increased in MPI were 
ethylene (11.27) and toluene (6.16); downstream 
petrochemicals were PE (5.74) and PET resin (4.53) compared 
to the same period last year. 

 Shipment Index: The shipment index was 115.48 
points, growing 6.05 percent compared to the same period 
of the previous year, an increase from last month by 0.21 
percent. Upstream petrochemical such as Propylene grew by 
12.32 percent compared to the same month of the previous 
year and downstream petrochemical such as PE and PP grew 
by 10.71 percent and 9.71 compared to the same period of 
the previous year.  

 Export: In August 2021, the export of 
petrochemicals was valued at 1,253.53 million USD, 
increasing from the same period of the previous year by 
61.09 percent and increasing from last month by 3.24 
percent. The growth was among upstream petrochemical 
such as Ethylene and Styrene (79.96 percent) ; downstream 
petrochemicals (57.50 percent) such as PS resin and PE resin. 

 Source: Office of the Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Commerce 

 Imports: In August 2021, Imports 
increased by 79.48 percent compared to the same period 
last year to 568.61 million USD but decreased by 9.10 
percent from the previous month. The increase was seen in 
upstream petrochemical products such as Styrene (138.69 

percent) and downstream petrochemical products such as 
PE resin and PS resin (70.13 percent). The price level began 
to rise in response to the level of crude oil prices, which 
contributed to the growth. 

 Forecasts and trends In September 2021, are 

expected that the industry overview will expand better 
compared to the same period of the previous year from 
the return of production in many products together with 
the increase in the price of crude oil in the world market 
economic recovery after the COVID-19 situation as a result, 
production and export tend to increase accordingly. 
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 8. Iron and Steel Industry 

Source: Office of Industrial Economics / Iron Institute and 
Steel of Thailand  

 Manufacturing production index: In August 2021, was 

97.3 points, increasing from the same period of the previous year 

by 11.9 when considering the main products, namely products in 

the long steel group and the flat steel group, it was found that 

the MPI expanded in both product groups which products in the 

long steel group. The MPI was 85.3 point, increase by 6.4 percent. 

Products that the production expanded were hot-rolled 

structural steel with a 3 6 .8  percent increase, followed by cold-

rolled structural steel and deformed bar. grew by 36.8 and 28.7 

percent. For products, in the flat steel group, The MPI was 114.3 

points, growing by 49.4 percent. The products that produced the 

most expansion were cold-rolled steel sheets, which grew 110.7 

percent, followed by tin-coated steel sheets. and galvanized 

steel sheets grew by 90.6 and 88.5 percent, respectively. 

 Domestic consumption: In August 2021, reached 

1.4 million metric tons from the same period of the previous 

year by 10.5 percent which in the flat steel group, the 

consumption volume was 1 .0  million tons, an increase of 

3 5 .4  percent from the consumption of cold-rolled sheets 

grew by 1 1 7 .2  percent, followed by hot-rolled sheets, the 

consumption of long-form steel products grew by 1 0 4 . 9 

percent, and other coated steel sheets grew by 33.4 percent, 

while the consumption of long-form steel products was 0 .4 

million tons, a contraction of 23.6 percent due to a decrease 

in consumption of rebar and hot-rolled structural steel 40 .1 

percent while the consumption of wire rods grew by 8 . 5 

percent. 

  Import: In August 2021, reached 1.0 million metric 

tons, increasing from the same period of the previous year by 

35.8 percent. Which in the long steel group imported volume 

of 0.2 million tons, an increase of 34 percent. Long steel bars 

that imports grew, such as carbon steel bar, an increase of 

407.4 percent (the main countries imported by Thailand are 

Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan). Alloy steel bars grew by a h 

194.3  percent (the main countries imported by Thailand are 

China, Japan, and South Korea) and carbon steel wire rods 

grew by 1 9 1 . 0  percent (the main countries imported by 

Thailand are Malaysia, Vietnam, and Japan). For products in 

the flat steel group with an import volume of 0.8 million 

tons, an increase of 36.2 percent. Flat steel that imports 

expanded, such as hot-rolled sheets, carbon steel P&O, an 

increase of 494.4 percent (the main countries imported by 

Thailand are Japan, South Korea, and Taiwan). Hot-rolled 

alloy steels grew by 310.9 percent (the main countries 

imported by Thailand were Japan and South Korea), and 

cold-rolled carbon steel sheets grew by 203.7 percent (the 

main countries imported by Thailand were South Korea, 

Japan, and Taiwan). 

 “The steel industry's output is expected to 

increase in September 2021 when compared to the same 

period the previous year. The industry's continuous expansion 

is a sustaining factor. However, high steel and raw material 

prices have resulted in higher costs for both producers and 

consumers. China's steel production cut policy and the current 

situation the spread of the COVID-19 virus, which will have an 

impact on the country's steel production and consumption.” 
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 9. Textile and Wearing Apparel Industry 

Source: Office of Industrial Economics 

Production 

  Textile fibers, fabrics, and apparel grew by 3.41 , 8.44 , and 

1.63 (%YoY) respectively, to support the continual increase in export. 

This was driven by the recovery in key markets such as the the United 

States of America, the EU, and China, coupled with a low base last year. 

However, compared to 2 01 9  (before the COVID-1 9  pandemic), the 

production of textile fibres, fabrics, and ready-to-wear garments 

continued to contract by 18.90, 36.97 and 32.68 percent both from 

domestic and international purchasing power that has slowed down 

then before the COVID-19 outbreak. 

Domestic sales  

  Textile fibers were the only group that continued 

to expand at 0 . 1 5  percent due to the low base last year, 

coupled with demand for raw materials for export to expand in 

markets such as Pakistan, China, the United States of America, and 

Indonesia, while fabrics and ready-to-wear garments contracted 

by 4 .0 1  percent and 1 6 .6 1  percent due to the slowdown in 

purchasing power of domestic consumers and the lockdown 

measures in the country. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Source: Ministry of Commerce 
Export 

  Textile fibers, fabrics, and apparel recovery throughout 

the supply chain by the value of exports by textile fiber group 

increased 31.52 percent in Pakistan, China, The united states of 

America and Indonesia markets. The fabrics segment increased 

2 .2 1  percent in Vietnam, Bangladesh, Cambodia, China, and 

Indonesia markets. and the ready-to-wear segment increased 

3 .3 6  percent in the United States of America, Japan, Hong Kong, 

Germany and the United Kingdom. Due to the epidemic 

situation in key trading partner countries, after the vaccination 

rate is high causing economic activities to return to normal 

more, therefore, exports have increased. 

Industry Outlook for September 2021 

It is expected that the textile industry continues to expand with 

a low base in the previous year, coupled with continual foreign 

orders throughout the supply chain while the apparel industry is 

likely to slow down as the purchasing power in the country 

decreases from the outbreak of the COVID-19  virus and was 

affected by the outbreak of the factory cluster of the textiles and 

garments with the adjustment of production lines and requesting to 

postpone some deliveries including some shifting production to 

neighboring countries. Therefore, it may affect the overall 

production and exports slightly.  while pre-orders are not many due 

to uncertainty over time in the delivery of goods with less 

vaccination but the number of infections is still high. Even major 

trading partners such as China, the United States of America, and the 

EU have recovered and have continual demand. 
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  10. Cement Industry 

 
 

Source: 1. Domestic production and sale volume: Division of Industrial Economics 
Information and Indices, The Office of Industrial Economics 

2. Export volume: Information and Communication Technology Center, Office of the 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Commerce 

              In August 2021, total production of cement 
reached 7.00 million tons, an increase from July 2021 by 
2.85 percent ( % MoM)  but decrease from the same 
month of the previous year by 5.80 percent (%YoY). 

 In August 2021, total domestic sales of 
cement reached 3.14 million tons of sales, an increase from 
July 2021 by 3.67 percent (%MoM) but a decrease from 
the same month of the previous year by 7.38 percent 
(%YoY). 

In August 2021, total cement export 
reached 0.74 million tons, up 26.81 percent (% MoM) 
from July 2021 and up 68.42 percent (%t YoY) from the 
same month the previous year due to an increase in 
orders from Bangladesh and Vietnam markets, which 
grew by 215.50 percent and 4.79 percent, respectively. 

Forecasts and trends of cement manufacturing 
industry overall, September 2021 compared to the same 
period of the previous year expected to decrease from the 
purchasing power of the people also affected by the 
epidemic together with Thailand has a lot of rain and 
flooding in many areas are increasing. 

 

 

 

Source: 1. Domestic production and sale volume: Division of Industrial Economics 
Information and Indices, The Office of Industrial Economics 

2. Export volume: Information and Communication Technology Center, Office of the 
Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Commerce 

 In August 2021, cement production ( excluding 

clinker) reached 3.60 million tons, increases from July 2021 

by 5.57 percent ( %MoM)  but decrease from the same 

month of the previous year by 1.66 percent (%YoY). 

In August 2021, domestic sales of cement 
( excluding clinker)  reached 3.14 million tons, increases from 
July 2021 by 3.67 percent (%MoM) but decrease from the same 
month of the previous year by 7.39 percent (%YoY) .  

In August 2021, cement export (excluding 
clinker) reached 0.31 million tons, decreases from July 2021 by 
3.23 percent (%MoM) but increases from the same month of the 
previous year by 9.25 percent (%YoY). This was a result of an 
increase in orders from the Philippines and Lao PDR, which 
grew by 36.36 and 4.72 percent, respectively. 

Forecasts and trends of the cement manufacturing 
industry (excluding clinker) in September 2021, compared to 
the same period of the previous year expected to decline 
further. The purchasing power of the real estate sector has not 
recovered as it should due to the household economy that 
has been affected by the COVID-19 outbreak and started 
flooding in many areas. 


